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(Neh. 8-10), when the Law was pubUcly canonized. The prophetical writings 
were not canonized until after the disappearance of prophecy (on the evi- 
dence of Ecclus. 44-49), which was not later than the beginning of the second 
century B. C, and may have been earlier. The Hagiographa found a place in 
the Canon before the time of Christ, how long before it does not seem possible 
to determine. Dr. Buhl regrets, as others regret with him, that the arrange- 
ment of the Old Testament books in our English Bible does not follow the 
Hebrew order, which in itself preserves something of the canonical history. 

Prof. Ryle's work is introduced by an apologetic preface, in which he depre- 
cates the ignorance or the disinclination of those who do not "distinguish 
between the work of Christian scholars and that of avowed antagonists to 
religion." He says: "the Church is demanding a courageous restatement of 
those facts upon which modem historical criticism has thrown light. If, in the 
attempt to meet this demand, the Christian scholarship of the present genera- 
tion should err through rashness, love of change, or inaccuracy of observation, 
the Christian scholarship of another generation will repair the error. Progress 
toward the truth must be made." In this study of the Canon " criticism en- 
ables us to recognize the operation of the Divine Love in the traces of that 
gradual growth by which the limits of the inspired collection were expanded to 
meet the actual needs of the Chosen People. . . . The history of the 
Canon, like the teaching of its inspired contents, leads us into the very pres- 
ence of Him in whom alone we have the fulfilment and the interpretation of 
the Old Testament, and the one perfect sanction of its use." Prof. Ryle treats 
only of the Canon of the Old Testament. His chapters concern the Prepara- 
tion for a Canon, the Beginnings of the Canon, The Completion of the First 
Canon — The Law, The Second Canon — Law and Prophets, The Third Canon 
— Law, Prophets and Writings, After the Conclusion of the Canon, The 
Hebrew Canon in the Christian Church, and the Arrangement of the Books. 
The position at which the author arrives concerning the three steps in the for- 
mation of the Canon does not differ materially from that of Dr. Buhl. There 
is coincidence as regards the time of the canonization of the Law, and of the 
Prophets, one would judge. As for the canonization of the " Writings," or 
Hagiographa, Prof. Ryle prefers an earlier, or at least a more definite date, 
between 160 and 105 B. C. The author's presentation of the subject is inter- 
esting — unusually interesting, reading. Many matters of minor importance 
are discussed incidentally. The table of contents, bibliography and indices 
are well prepared. One may heartily recommend the book as the latest and 
best treatment of the subject for the general reader. 

A Text-Book on the Bible. 

The Temple Opened: A Guide to the Book. By Rev. W. H. Gill, A. M. 
Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 1891. Pp.563. Price, . 

The purpose of the author was to provide a book for general use which 
would set forth the various facts, peculiarities and teachings of the Bible in 
such a clear, impressive way as to be attractive, interesting and helpful in the 
present tide of biblical study, and would secure the Christian from the harmful 
influence of skeptical and anti-biblical literature and talk. His plan has been 
to liken the Bible to a temple, through which he as guide conducts the student 
pilgrim, acquainting him with the history of the Sacred Structure and the 
nature of its contents. The Sixty-Six apartments are visited, and their hidden 
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beauty and rich treasures are disclosed. And so on. The instruction pro- 
ceeds by question and answer throughout the book. In the course of the 
treatment a host of subjects are discussed ; religion, reason, revelation, other 
sacred books, authorship of the biblical books, their literary features, versions, 
inspiration, canon, apocrypha, texts, lower and higher criticism, chronology, 
geography, Palestine ; then the books are treated in groups seriatim, with in- 
terspersed discussions of the biblical history. An appendix contains a quantity 
of biblical facts for the student to memorize. The author claims that the 
material is in accord with the latest and best results of scholarly discussion 
and investigation, is carefully conservative of the prevailing belief of the 
Church regarding the Bible, and is free from any sectarian bias or allusions. 
The book is well adapted for use in the home, prayer-meeting, Sunday-school, 
Bible class, anjrwhere where Christian people, and especially the young, are 
trjring to get a better and more comprehensive view of the Sacred Scriptures. 

Leading Ideas of the Gospels. 

The Leading Ideas of the Gospels. A new edition, revised and greatly en- 
larged. By William Alexander, D. D., D. C. L. New York: Macmillan 
and Co. 1892. Pp. xxxi., 330. Price, $1.75. 

The first edition of this book, a collection of sermons, was issued twenty 
years ago, and passed out of print. But the demand for its republication in- 
duced the author to prepare the original material for a new edition, which he 
has done, thoroughly revising the entire work, replacing the hortatory, ser- 
monic tone by the calmer, didactic style, and making important additions, 
especially in the treatment accorded Luke's Gospel, and the elucidation of the 
four accounts of the Passion. The work is made more available by an excel- 
lent synopsis of contents and an index. The leading ideas of each Gospel are 
considered by themselves and in contrast with others, and then they are given 
a practical application. Dr. Alexander looks upon the Gospels as selections 
from a vast treasury of recollections, arranged, according to the evangelist's 
own method, around certain Leading Ideas. To discover these Ideas, and to 
show the relation in each case of the Gospel material to them, is the task set 
and admirably accomplished. The book is charming in style, very suggestive 
and fresh, and should receive careful attention in a study of the Gospels. 

" In the Fulness of Time." 

A History of the Preparation of the World for Christ. By Rev. David R. 
Breed, D. D. Chicago : Young Men's Era Publishing Co. 1891. Pp. viii., 
338. Price, . 

" The story of Redemption is invested with a deeper meaning, and conveys 
a much' more impressive lesson, when one has first obtained an intelligent ap- 
prehension of the nature of mankind's departure from God, and of the method 

employed to lead it back to himself The one thus instructed will 

understand not only the connection between the Old Testament and the New, 
but the relation of the times before Christ to those since Christ ; he will behcdd 
in history the progressive outworking of a great and gfracious plan." In order 
that sincere people may see this divine plan in history, and history in the light 
of this divine plan. Dr. Breed has written, with spiritual insight, knowledge 
and skill. The work is in four parts. The first discusses the chosen land, in 



